/ OF COMMERCE

Congresswoman Lauren Boebert (CO-03)
Longworth 1609
Washington, D.C.

(delivered electronically)

February 24, 2021
Dear Congresswoman Boebert;

On behalf of the 900 small businesses employing 37,000 people that the Grand Junction Area
Chamber of Commerce represents, | am writing to encourage you to oppose H.R. 803, a bill that
would lock up public lands in Mesa County and negatively impact our local economy. Our
community’s economy is still reliant in part on the business activity generated by our legacy
industries of agriculture and energy. This bill if passed will negatively impact our already fragile
economy and jeopardize our economic recovery.

These are lands that are literally in our backyard in Mesa County yet Congresswoman DeGette
continues to ignore us, does not meet with us, and does not even consider the consequences of
her bill on the hardworking families of our areas.

In addition to opposing H.R. 803 our organization supports the various amendments you are
proposing be added to the bill that include keeping the BLM Headquarters in Grand Junction,
Colorado, requiring that affected counties must approve the Wilderness Designation and protects
grazing and water rights.

We appreciate your efforts to help retain jobs and the diversity of our local economy by opposing
H.R. 803 and offering amendments to help preserve the livelihood of our families and our way of
life.

Sincerely,

(). DBL 4

Diane Schwenke
President/CEO



